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Learning to Read





Sound and Picture





The links between the pictures, the written letter and the sounds are the first important steps your child will take in learning to read.  When a new word is not recognised, encourage your child to tell you what sound the word starts with.  Ask them to look at the picture to see if they can fit the word into the picture and ask them if this fits into the sentence.  Please remember to use sounds and not letter names as words cannot be blended using letter names.





Word Spotting





Children will be learning key words at school and as part of their homework.  These words give them the foundation on which they build their reading skills.  The children will be expected to know these words in isolation, by sight, as well as in context of their reading text.  Encourage your child to point to given words on a page.  Build on this by asking them to find a word beginning with a given sound or a word that ends with a given sound.  





Blending





Many vowel, consonant words (at, up, on) and vowel, consonant, vowel words (cat, bin, big) blend easily.  Ask your child to say each sound and speed up each time.  If they cannot hear the blend, blend for them by running the sounds into each other for them to hear.  This may take time before it becomes second nature but reassure and encourage constantly whenever there is opportunity in the text.  





It is important to remember that not all words blend easily, eg the, said, are.  Please remind your child this whenever these words crop up as these words are learnt by saying them and remembering them.











Getting Ready to Read





Recall Skills





Children, even at an early age, should be able to recall a story.  As their skills develop, they will be able to provide more details about the characters and what happened in the story.  Children should be able to remember a story even if it was read to them last week.  To further develop this skill, it is good practice to ask questions and refer to the first page.  Recall skills are important and are developed over time.





Reading Pictures





The first books that your child brings home will be picture books with no words.  This encourages them to handle books correctly.  Each picture is an important step in telling the story. Encourage your child to talk about what is happening and what each character is doing.  Ask what they think is going to happen next?  You can also discuss how each character may be feeling by looking at their expressions which further develops your child’s vocabulary.  Once the book is finished, ask your child to recall the story to see if they can recall in order.  





Please remember that picture clues are very important as your child will recognise the character, helping them to link the character’s name to the picture in future books.  Detailed information can be inferred and will add to your child’s understanding and comprehension of the story.
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Reading with your child


























Getting ready to read





Choose a time when you will not be rushed





Have a regular “reading” time each night                  for 5-10 minutes





Find a comfortable, quiet place





Minimise the possible distractions





Turn off the TV 








Remember that little and often is the best way to encourage your child to enjoy their reading activity and keep up their enthusiasm.  





What we expect for a Reception Child





Reading is not simply a case of being able to decode the words and we therefore expect the children to be able to





Interpret information concerning events and characters from the pictures





Comment on what is happening





Predict what they think will happen next





Read the text fluently and be able to point to each word correctly as many children will easily memorise text without understanding each separate word





Word spot the key words when the rest of the text is covered up





Answer questions to show that they have understood what happened in the story





Recall the story accurately





When they are able to do all of the above for their given book, they can say, “I can read this book!”








